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knows which lessens the value of the property that he would sell. 
He may be silent, leaving the purchaser to inquire and examine 
for himself, or to require a warranty. But if, by acts or words, 
he leads the buyer astray, inducing him to suppose that he buys 
with warranty, or otherwise preventing his examination or in- 
quiry, this becomes a fraud of which the law will take cogni- 
zance: Id. 

Where, upon the purchase of a horse by the plaintiff of the de- 
fendant, the former did not trust to the assertions of the latter, 
but took a man of skill with him to examine the horse, and it was, 
after such examination, and after the defects known to the seller 
had been disclosed, that the sale was consummated, Held : that 
under these circumstances the purchaser had no remedy for al- 
leged fraud upon the sale: Id. 
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A Treatise oif the Law of Municipal Corporations. By John F. Dillon, 
LL. D., Circuit Judge of the United States for the Eighth Judicial Circuit, Pro- 
fessor of Law in the University of Iowa, and late one of the Justices of the 
Snpreme Court of Iowa. Chicago : James Cockcroft & Company. 1872. 

" The City of London," says Lord Campbell, " had hitherto 
been a sort of free republic in a despotic kingdom, and its privi- 
leges had been respected in times of general oppression." What 
was true of London in the time of Henry III. is still so far true of 
cities in this remote time and country that they are " a sort of 
free republics," though whether their privileges are respected, 
in any proper sense, in this day of legislative commissions, is much 
more questionable. The English municipal corporation, with 
privileges derived from ancient charters, and still more from usage 
and prescription, is the parent of our system of municipal cor- 
porations in this country, but a brief glance at Judge Dillon's 
book forcibly reminds us of the wonderful dissimilarity to which 
the children have grown. 

We have here a good book upon an important subject, and in- 
deed we may say a good book on a new subject, for any one who 
reads a few chapters — as for example chapter XIX. on Municipal 
Taxation and Local Assessments, or chapter XXIII. on Civil 
Actions and Liabilities — will speedily perceive that the identity 
of English and American municipal corporations terminates with 
the name. 

One entire branch of the law treated by Judge Dillon is not 
only new but of the utmost importance — the law governing mu- 
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nicipal bonds and securities, in the chapters on Contracts and 
Mandamus. We suppose it is not too much to say that hundreds 
of millions of dollars are now invested in the bonds of American 
cities alone, and it is the peculiar good fortune of Judge Dillon to 
have been a member of the bar and bench of a State in which the 
entire subject has been for some years past most strenuously con- 
tested, and thus following the contest from year to year as it grew 
in importance and earnestness, he has come to the treatment of this 
topic with the strength of a well trained lawyer in a field familiar to 
him from corner to corner. The reader will find here the exact 
state of the law on the subject accurately defined and illustrated 
by the adjudications and the constitutional and statutory provis- 
ions. This part of the book, in addition to its general merits, will 
give it importance and circulation, not only in this country, but 
in England ; certainly the foreign capitalist who looks at invest- 
ments in this country, can nowhere else find so full or so correct a 
statement of the law on this most important subject. 

The profession will find this a text book, not a mere digest. In 
the smooth-flowing text of a moderate volume of tOOpagesareem- 
bodied the results of careful and laborious examination of all the 
American cases, and all the highest English authorities on the 
subject. How careful and how laborious his examination has 
been, our readers who are familiar with the author's style of work 
in these pages will not need to be told. The results appear in the 
text ; the process by which they are reached is shown in the notes, 
in which are contained references to and quotations from more 
than four thousand cases. We have examined the list of cases 
cited with special reference to those of Pennsylvania, with which 
we are necessarily most familiar, and we noted no important omis- 
sions, and were gratified to find that the author, unlike most text- 
book writers, has not been content with the United States Digest, 
but has extended his researches to the original books, coming down 
as late as 66 Penn., which was not published until the beginning 
of the present year. In a profession so appreciative of hard work 
this laborious care will not fail of its merited reward. 

J. T. M. 
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